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Abstract
The medical school curriculum reform movement
requires an effective method of eliciting
leadership, independent research and productivity
from each student. Dyad pedagogy has been
demonstrated to answer this call. Working only in
groups of two, a student worked with SUNY
Downstate faculty members to create an
expansive video atlas of anatomy. Production was
labor intensive, ultimately generating 37 videos,
each profiling an anatomical region. The
application of dyad pedagogy allowed for
constant feedback and refinement of the videos,
optimizing them as a learning resource for the
student body. Activity logs indicated that 38.6% of
physician assistant and 25.5% of medical students
(n=158 and 102 respectively) watched the videos 5
or more times. Usage increased up to 657% of
average in the days before an exam. The
significant percentage of students who repeatedly
returned to the resource, as well as the usage
peaks before a test day imply active utilization of
the videos as a study tool. Informal surveys as well
as unsolicited reviews from the class indicated
enthusiasm and appreciation for the videos,
confirming the success of the project and of dyad
pedagogy in fueling the endeavor.

The Dyad

Production

Results
Video production was
labor
intensive
and
spanned several months.
The footage was carefully
recorded on an HD
camera, then skillfully
edited
into
concise
profiles
of
various
anatomical
regions.
Techniques
included
color highlighting, clear
narration, and graphical
pointers.
The
project
culminated
in
37
educational videos.

Product

The data indicate a baseline of 6.59 student views
per day, peaking at 44 views two days before the
exam. Of the students who viewed the videos, over
2/3 revisited the resource, 1/3 used it 5 or more times,
and 1/8 watched the videos 10 or more times.

Discussion

Adam Blumenberg, second year medical student, created the
films with support from Samuel Márquez, Director of Anatomy.

The data, informal surveys, and spontaneous
expressions of appreciation from students indicate
the success of the Downstate Video Atlas of
Anatomy as a learning tool. Dyad pedagogy
optimized the process by providing a feedback
system, thus helping the student-filmmaker create a
body of work useful to the current generation of
medical students.

